
                                                                                                          
 

 

 

 

 

- ROLE PLAY - 

The dynamics of poverty 

  

INSTRUCTIONS 

Students will be divided into pairs and each will receive a card with the names of 

fictional people of different ages with different roles and jobs. 

The teacher will progressively introduce some situations, to which students will 

consequently have to change their behaviour. 

The teacher must emphasize on the importance of finding a solution despite the 

difficulties that have arisen. 

The aim of this activity is to highlight the dynamic aspect of the phenomenon of 

poverty. 

Therefore, the basis of this activity is to help students identify the causes and 

consequences of poverty, such as unequal resource and energy distribution, 

education, colonization, conflicts, disasters caused by natural phenomena and 

other consequences of climate change, environmental degradation and 

technological disasters, the lack of social protection systems and related 

measures.  

  

  

  



                                                                                                          
 

 

 
Lucas 
55 years old 
Married to Daniela 
2 daughters (25 and 20 years old - Laura and 
Maria) 
Factory worker at ‘Pasta Italia’ 
Monthly income 1.473 € 
Owner of the house he lives in 
 
 

 

Daniela 
53 years old 
housewife 
2 daughters (25 and 20 years old - Laura and 
Maria) 
Wife of Lucas 

 

   

 
Gabriel 
22 years old 
Licensed 
Lives with his parents (rented house) 
Has 2 younger siblings still in school family 
income 
1.850 € per month with chronic pathology 
and required continuous controls 
 
 

 

Maria 
20 years old 
Daughter of Lucas and Daniela 
Student university of Economics 
Lives with her family in the house they own 

   

 
 
Charles 
62 years old 
Married 
Father of 2 children (28 and 25 years old) 
Neurologist - independent 
Monthly income 3.550 € 
Owner of the house he lives in 
 
 

 

Amelia 
25 years old 
Daughter of Charles 
Medical student at a private university 

   

 
 
Alvaro 
71 years old 
Retired 
Married to Pilar 
Monthly pension 1.090 € 
Owner of the house he lives in Amatrice 
(Italy) 
 
 

 

Pilar 
68 years old 
Ex housemaid 
Social pension 500 € 
Lives in Amatrice with her husband Álvaro 

 



                                                                                                          
 

 

 
 
José Ramón 
50 years old 
Father of two children 
Married 
Works at the computer company ‘Dot.com’ 
Monthly income 1.218 € 
Spends 755 € for rent per month 
 
 

 

Celia 
46 years old 
Employee at ‘Beauty Time’ hairdressing 
salon 
Monthly income 1.090 € 
Married to José Ramón 
Lives with her family in a rented house 

   

 
 
Angel 
42 years old 
Worker at ‘Al dente’ pasta factory 
Monthly income 1.250 € 
Married 
One child (13 years old) 
Lives in a house he owns in a village 
 
 

 

Fatima 
29 years old 
Works as a management support at 
‘Michelin Tires’ 
Monthly income 1.190 € 
Lives in a rented house, 450 € per month 

   

 
 
Samuel  
54 years old 
Engineer, employed at ‘PetrOil’ 
Monthly income 2.310 € 
Married to Beatrice 
2 children (13 and 16 years old - Carmen) 
Lives in a house he owns in a village 
 
 

 

Beatrice 
46 years old 
Teacher 
Monthly income 1.490 € 
Married to Samuel 
2 children (13 and 15 years old - Carmen) 
Suffering from autoimmune disease and 
requires regular medical check-ups 

   

 
 
John  
43 years old 
Commercial agent 
Monthly income 1.400 € 
Unemployed wife 
Two children (13 and 10 years) 
Live in rented house, 730 € per month 
 
 

 

Carmen  
15 years old 
Student 
Daughter of Samuel and Beatrice 



                                                                                                          
 

 

UNEXPECTED 

1 / Historic pasta factory "Pasta Italia" closes. 

2 / Devastating earthquake in central Italy. Amtrice is completely destroyed. 

3 / Budget revision: university tax increase for all students. 

4 / Computer company "Dot.com" reduces staff due to crisis. 

5 / Sars Covid-2. The hairdresser "BeautyTime" has to close. 

6 / The city is flooded. Pasta factory "Al dente" is severely damaged. Production 

stops for many months. 

7 / Michelin Tires closes the city plant. 

8 / Food prices rises in Spendingreview: because of declining agricultural 

production. 

9 / Sars Covid-2. Increases in health care prices. 

  



                                                                                                          
 

 

EFFECTS OF UNFORESEEN EVENTS 

THAT STUDENTS WILL HAVE TO IDENTIFY 
 
 
 
Unexpected 1 
Lucas loses his job. Daniela and Maria are affected by the dismissal. 
  
 
Unexpected 2 
Álvaro and Pilar lose their home. 
  
 
Unexpected 3 
College fees / health fee increase: Gabriel is forced to either leave college or find a job in 
order to pay for his studies. 
  
 
Unexpected 4 
José Ramón loses his job due to downsizing. 
  
 
Unexpected 5 
Celia is unemployed. 
  
 
Unexpected 6 
Flood- Reconstruction of the pasta factory. Angel is without a salary for many months. 
  
 
Unexpected 7 
Michelin Tires closes and the plant is closed. Fatima loses her job. 
  
 
Unexpected 8 
Samuel and Beatrice health condition is highly affected by the the pandemic. 
Beatrice leaves work to take care of her children.  


